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Model Worker
J ohnny Lives Life From Many Angles

By RAEEN COX
. Seafl Wriler

He can make a replsca of vour hosme, of-
fice or schood, He can 80 3 porirall of youar
foved one. He ean design a T-shirl, pabdicity
posier, a house, a cily. He cén wire an sle-
frical circuit to lipght & dollhouss of soand &n
wlarm. 17T you wani e#nterfainment, he can
play a song for you om his guilar or sax-
ophone o e Can dafce A dancs that would
spud Johe Travolta to shame.

To say thal Jahnry Lassiler, o sofl-sp=-
&en 20-year-old Newport News native, is
anults-talented s an umsdersiatomsenl
= ] ppally hegan drawing in the second
grade. | went home one day G drew chslk

sporiraile of my family and several of the
Kt im my class. | took them bo schodl the
qext day and lined thefm wp on the chalk-
board ard everynn: was amazed,” he said.

These were no atick figure drawings bat
[islh-Phedged portraits and Johnny's second

frade teacher wak mos amaged of all. She
. was 50 impressed, in fact, thai she decided

Lo take Jehnny and a few other yoangsbers
o Hampion Institule every Saturday 10 5ea
arfists al work.

Johmny hegin making moedels in the
fourih grade, fashioning replicas of the Taj

It cost Johmny abowt F20H and seven
momths of his time to butld a replsca of the
Jefferson Avenue McDonald's where ke
warks. Every detsil is there down to the
exact lnpdscapn, the tiny hand-pointed Mx
on the doors and the air conditioning amits
on the rood,

“T1 took me 4 week 1o el on the roof of
MeDonalds bt my boss Ninally gave n and
went up there with me,” he said.

Johany made his preliminary sketches
o the backs of bank depost slips store in-
ventory sheets and placemats. They loak
mare like fimnished drawings than mers
SRt

Bie-alio paintad the various Mupprit
characters om the frool window of the store
durimg the restaarant’s Myppett movie pro-
Pilasd BN,

“Future Draft.” a modsd of bis dream of-
Mee hullding, was done when ke was a sens
igr in high school. “That s going to he my
office one day,” he said of the model with
glittering walls, large smoked glass win-
dowe, Bansd-pinted signa amd rood-4op solar
hesling panela

It wae presented 10 his cless wilh
“Diream City.” Mot onky did he recelve fop
grades for his work, but it was kegl oo dis-

Bcintyre, were decked out in Lop hats and
Rails, twirling &bout the damce floor with
thelr white canes

“That was what really heought me ot I
abways stayed oul of the limelight before 1
begen dancing hefore an auwdience, hut
when | aded, it almeost felt ke T was famous ™

Butl Johaay mever coBridersd dancing
professionally. The thought Bever pocurred
i him to become &n arisst, selling his work
a arl shows and galleries

He only has omse dream and iz about to
shandon that one — the ane to hecome an
archibect.

“1 just don't kmw anything abowt get-
ling sebilarships o assisLence-for oolbege. 1
don't even know where 6 begin 3o [ am
Lhinking abasut going (o the spprentlice
schood ai the shipyard,” he sad.

But Jobinny's heart l3es in designing the
biaikdangs af the fuidiine

=T kove drafting ard architecture, 1 used
ta ride arcund and juxt kosk s bouses and
buildings., Buf I've never bisen the kind of
poracn whe ig satisfied with just seeing
zomething on paper. | have to see every-
thamg from all angles Before I'm happy.”

Wahal and White House out of cardboard  play &t Menchville High for slmoal 1wo  Johany Lassiter, ahove, does the drawings for as well as build-
and poxter paint. Nybon fishing string be-  years ing his models. Below is “Futore Draft,” a model of his dream
pame water falls, shredded green scouring “We had Dwo weekd 10 do the pros<t. IU - offies building that he did as part of a project when he was a
[ pad bacane troo and bushen. took me & weel to deside what 1 wanted b0 eaninp i Bigh schosl. A MOTe Fecent project, at right, is the
i In the [kfih grade he discovered elec. o, two days Lo plan it and three days Lo one he did of the place where he is employed.
| tronics and hegan wiring his model cars to build §L™ he said
| give them realistic hesdlamps and tail- He apologizes for the small ketchap
| lights. He al= bwilt a siren that seot his  staing that slhghtly mar “Dream City”
rlassmates sqoealing in Selipht "Someone broke inlo the digplay and '
It was thien that he began designing  squirted keichup all over everything, bat | =
! muildings, learning the drafting symbals  Nived most of 12 and you can® even tell,” he 5
L and measuremenis that would allow some.  said. Yoo kaow how aome people are, e
| ome to look at his drowings amd bring thém  That's their idea of Tun.”
T Jehnay talke fondly of high schosl, bt i
| “My drawings haven't chanped much  admits thet he neglected some of his stwdbes 4
sipoe then ['ve learmed & 1itile more and my =0 he could pursee his olher interests, He
| drawings show that, bt 've always had an  worked in photegraphy. derkroom develop-
| atieniion for detail and the patienss to pul  ing and off-set printing in school but foand
| ihat on papeEr,” e sakl he sventually did more eaching and sscis-
{ Johnny has diffsculty talking showat his  ing in art class than learning
sicresses ard achilevements. A podile, quist He alpo continwed to follow Ris inguis-
| persan, Johnny was the type of child whe  tive nature wherever it led. Wanting to
. would have easily blended into the back- learn about computers he weni 1o the li-
! ground had i not been for the sharp obser-  brary Gnd checked oul some hooks
watations of some of his leschers snd class- *] guess I've dore most of my studying ¥
il' males o oy orem. 1'd pust say, “Now what do | want THE JAME Gm 5

- o learn abowt today,” then I'd go to the 13-

brkry &nd hosk i oup. 1 fesd lke | practically
stay ot the Hibrary, at 1 love i 1 never resd
navils, judl magiaings and nen-fistien
booka,” he sakd.

Last fall, Jehnny's dancing ability came
1 the ttentbon of the: manager of the Jolly
Lokbister club on Jefferson Avenue and be-
fare long, he and his friend, Grover

He graduated from Menchville High

- Betanl in 158 with avernge grades and five
vears of drafting tranimg bekind kim

k For over twa yoeurs now e hia woched sl
MeDonald's. He was cofssidered Jist anather
ome of the crew until this past few months
when he went o few steps further Than his
roworkers amd astounded them with the dis-
plays of his talent.
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Creswmember fohnny Lassiter rr.\_J."-\..‘.::.'rl"-\- 'I.'-"|.-I'I,.=|.'!. winaows into

&

spectrum of color

His face is familiar to many of
WL Twenty year old Johnny
L.gl_:-uh [er L‘_"I_"\.‘-.r"‘l:,'”‘l':lvl_" Troem
e Donald’s in Hampton,
Virginia has been displaying
his architectural creations to
Crews Views, local com-
munity merchants and even
the Press throughouwt the year,
Johnny's name and his work
have drawn much attention in
his shore reg |'I1I|'.. A% vl
&0 |_‘.|'. A CUSLOImET X diming
'-Inl""'ﬁ. 4 MeCeEnt injery i{".'-.
“Every time | see wio,
Johnny, you're getling your
picture taken or your name in
the newspaper!™

lohnny's response was a shy
grin, almost, but not quite
concealing the exciterment felt
by all the notoriety.

We first featured this
Crewmember a year ago after
he completed a replica of his
store, surprising Manager, Joe
Polonski, and the entire Crew
and then again a few months
ago when Johnny decorated
store windows with a colorful
display of Muppet characters
“After everyone saw that
madel, | was encouraged to
go 1o school and study ar
chitecture,” he recalled.
"They told me if it meant
having them by my side every
minute, I|‘|E"'!.' wanted to see
me studying.” Since creating
s Muppet w i et
cCharacters Johnny has been
busy helping to decorate
sorme of the other stores in
the Hampton area with
paintings and other design
technigques. School projects
have also kept him busy such
as a recent project which en-
tailed designing a future city
plan complete with monorail
and sleek office buildings

When Johnny joined the
pcDonald's team in 1979, no
One Was aware -;_:-1. nis artistic
background. And Johnny had
o intention at the time of
Maunl gl his talents. Instead
he concentrated hiz effors on
performing well at his job in
the grll area.

“When | first started. my
Manager introduced me
arpund and immediately |
started thinking how | could
help the operation, | saw the
importance of 050 and how
g HI'Ii'IiI;_ﬂ"I] it was. | tried to do
everything just right

"Cuahty 1% impotant and
everyone appreciates it when
| do a good job. But, | also



appreciate good service and
cleanlingss. 50 these are
gualities | try to teach to new
employees. | train them how
the job should be done,
what's expected every day,
Then, when they have

some experience under their
belts, | offer a few tips | have
picked up along the way that
help make the job a litthe
easier.

I really enjoy my job at
McDonald's and the
Managers and Crew are great!
They make my job both fun
and stimulating."”

While Johnny's artisitc talents
were noticed only recently,
since the second grade in
school he was drawing
people, “and not just stick
figures,” he added
emphatically,

“My second grade teacher
took me to the Hampton In
stitute to show me how an ar
tist goes about drawing and
painting. Sometimes | ook
my brother who also draws.
We would go every week and
watch the artists work. | pick-
ed up most of my experivnge
this way."’

When Johnny entered the
fifth grade, he attended art
classes, drawing from his
head, not from objects or
phiotographs. According to
Johnny, his teacher worked
with him to further develop
his talents. But still, no one
informed him of the many
courses for furthering his
education, 50 he continued
working stricthy on his own

It was when Johnny com-
pleted the model of his store
that talk and information
about his future began to in-
terest co-workers and
especially CRR, Sarah Clifton,
Wwhd continued 1o efcourage
and support Johnny by
gathering data and informa-
tion regarding educational
facilities. She, along with the
fanagers and Crew literally
pushed him through
nterviews,

In talking to this young man
today compared to one year
ago, there's been a big
change. Not just in the many
offers moving his way, but in
his overall attitude and per-
sonality. Almost ootepoken
and no longer afraid of shar-
ing thie pride he feels for his

accomplishments both at
McDonald's and with his ar-
chitecture, he openly speaks
of his hopes for the future.
“I've recently applied for a
scholarship to Hampton In-
stitute where my major will
be architecture,” he proudly
said. “They've got a good
program and |I've been talking
to the instructors. Mow, | do
get a lot of job offers and
things are really picking up.
I'm pretty excited about it
allr

lohnny's new store Manager,
Linda Hinton, is also very
proud of her Crewmembers,
"“lohnny is a terrific person
and very good at this job,”
shie said. ""He has always
been one to follow direction
and procedure and teaches
the others well, He has the
ability to be flexible, he's
honest, dedicated, and can
e trusted, He simply fits the
bl "™

To coincide with Johnny's
new open personality and
confidence, he's determined
1o see his poals become real-
ity ““When | think of
something | want to do,”” he
said, ‘| hype myself up and
get it donel™”

Jim Walker, Operations
Manager, is totally behind
Johnny. “Ill never forget
when | came into the store
one night, went into the
Crew Room, and saw a re-
cent newspaper article about
Johnmy, | was really impress-
ed and everyone's been en-
couraging him. | know he
wants the scholarship and he
deserves it. | want the best
for this young man.”

All of this support from
friends and peers has only
servied to gain further con-
fidence to grasp what Johnny
wants most — to be as good
as he can at his job and
future career. That means
plenty of hard work and
tackling obstacles as they sur-
face, but that's all right with
him. “I'm on my way,”" he
exclaimed proudly. "It won't
be long before all my dreams
are recognized.”’

Crews Views salutes all
McDonald's Crew and their
creative talents. Johnny
Lassiter exemplifies oLr
Crewmembers, their
achrevements, aspirabions
and commitment to
excellence







~n,

@rm% |

P by T bl Pt e

A

INITIAL CONCEPT

A FINAL CONCEPT




: "‘:I' “ 1 %
RN
S ) & :1_

Christ Z‘ﬂnltrwﬁﬁ #1

CERTIFICATE

Blendell 1. Whitfiely

By Testimony Mnﬁ:_ltbgeﬁ The Call of God To
The Gospel Ministry

Is set apart a LICENSED EVANGELIST in the Pentecostal Churches Of Christ Holiness #1. This member is judged qualified and is

hereby commended as a person to Feed the Flock of Christ and ta perform other functions of the Ministry as long as HERSpirit and
Practice are such as becoming Holiness unto the Gospel of Christ.

In Testimany Whereof e Habe Hereunto Set Gur Hands And Seal
This__ 30th  dayof __ June 2000 “at Rising St.Hames PAOCH #1, Suffolk, VA

Bishop

Pastor

This Certificate of License Explrf:s Muimght, Last Friday in June 2001
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Know All flen By These ﬁrtnﬁ.:.nu:

) A

That 1, G. H, STUDIVANT Bishop of the
Reformed Zion Union Apostolic Church in America under the protection of
Almighty God, with an eye single to His glory, by the imposition of my hands
and prayer, being assisted by Elders present, have this day sct apart

Eﬂl- JOHNNY GLENN LABSITER

for the office of an Elder in said Church, as a man whom we judge to be qual-
ified for that work, and he is hereby recommended to all whom it may concern
as a proper person to administer the sacrament and feed the flock of Christ, so
long as his spirit and practice are such as becometh the Gospel of Christ and
Rules of our Church.

In testimony thereunto, 1 set my hand and seal this__Z0Th  day of
AUGUST 19. BB
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This Is To Certify

=
-
-1 gt

That 6& e/ >‘j«* »"/*’fj"fﬂ(f"/f ﬂkfz gt X Y plor )
is duly authorized i.w:::nr Preach in the R.Z.U. A. Church, so
long as his life complies with the Gospel Rules, and he
conforms to the discipline of the above named church.
On behqlf of the Quarterly Conference, held at
e Caus at Ut [ gun s

onthe -~ -~ dayof -}g.rgg,{z_'-z

CHAIRMAN

i if
PASTOR V

; ~—:i AL b
TARY




HAMPTON INSTITUTE
Certificate of Admission

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

JOHNNY G. LASSITER

1S hereby grantcd conditional admission to

Hampton Institute as a candidate for the
Bachelor's Degrec

January 4, 1981 M

Ham pton, Virginia Dean of Admissions

*Reduced Load



Commontealth of Pivginia
State BWoard for Community Colleges

Tidewater Community College

This iw to cevtify that

Johnny G. MLassiler

ig presented this

Atward of Completion

for 120 hours of Introductory and
Govanced Training in EutoCEh,
Computer-Zided Brafting amd
Pegign

®Biben this bth dap of May 93

| i

E ;Hﬂt Pregident

e di Whihobo

IR€im Chancellor, Pirginia Tommunity College System




Proof Reading
Tbe New Large Print Dake Bible
kao been instramental in helping foeopile to
Comply with God s Command,

Study to ckew thyself approved ants God,
a workman that weedeth wot lo be ashamed,

rightly dividing the wornd of Precth. 27w 215

Dotenny Lasscter
You Have Presenved The Truth

With ProofReadens in the USH, England, Taacl, Austratia. (Canada.
South ica and New Fealand.

David M. Smith, MDiv,, JD  4/15/99 P4 80.18 Y aem
Director of Marketing Dake Pu]:rliulii:q} & Bible Research Foundation, My 5 g




Commontealth of Pirginia
State Board for Community Colleqes

Tidewater Community College

@This is to certify that

joﬁnnﬂ);mg& Lassiter

this

Award of Completion

PHIG 1011-M039 Canon Intro to Photography (1.2 CEUs)

Biven this 17th day of December Two Thousand ffive

"N
Presidvent ellor, Pirgima Communitp Collegt Spstem




May 25, 1989

To Whom It May Concern:

Johnny Lassiter was employed by Accent Signing Company from
September 1986 through May 1989, During this time he headed

a "one-man" graphic arts department.

His position encompassed all phases of graphic art preparation
for screenprinting, operation of a Gerber IV computerized vinyl
cutting machine, as well as preparation of sign designs and
scale presentation drawings for customers. Johnny's artistic
talent and attention to detail are excellent in these areas.

During his nearly 3 vears of employment, I found Johnny to be
reliable, dependable, hardworking and a completely trustworthy
employee.

Sincerely,

_@&pﬁﬁ&?@ﬂféxm@_

Deborah Woolard
Praesident

DW/dpl

2984 5. Lynnhaven Rd., Suite 102 » Virginia Beach, VA 23452 = (804) 4463-6500
Designers, Fabricators, Installers, Suppliers of Architectural Signage





